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Introduction 
¸ Based on the experience of Women for Health, a 

DFID funded programme, supporting six states 

(regional government) to increase production of 

female health workers and deploy them to PHCs 

where they will have maximum impact of 

reducing maternal mortality.  

¸ These 6 states have one of the worst social indices 

in the world including acute shortage of frontline 

health workers, especially in PHCs. 

¸ To address HW shortage in rural areas  

communities were supported to hold themselves 

accountable.  
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Holding community to account 

¸Confronted with these challenges, W4H 

empowered communities to confront the 

challenge and produce their own health 

workers, (nurses and midwives). 

¸ To achieve this, we dialogue with communities 

on the followings; 

ï social factors affecting girls education  

ï low qualified candidate due to low number of women 

in sciences and the quality of science education 

ï social pressure to marry and give birth early 

ï cost of training 
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Foundation Year Programme ( 
FYP 

¸ FYP is designed to address regional (rural vs 
urban) and gender inequalities in the training of 
health workers by supporting rural girls 
academically, financially, socially and 
psychologically to gain the required qualification 
and right attitude to become a nurse or midwife and 
be deployed back to their communities to serve.  

¸ The initiative has two strands - a bridging and a 
preparatory.  

¸ To succeed, the communities, training institutions, 
government agencies and legislators were brought 
together to dialogue and share responsibility   



The W4H programme is funded and supported by UK aid from the UK Government. 

The programme is managed by a consortium of Health Partners International, Save the Children and GRID Consulting, Nigeria 

Dialogue in IDP CAMP in Borno 
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Recruiting the girls with the 
community 



The W4H programme is funded and supported by UK aid from the UK Government. 

The programme is managed by a consortium of Health Partners International, Save the Children and GRID Consulting, Nigeria 

 Screening for entrance exams 
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  Entrance exams session 
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